. We demonstrate that anti-IgE mAbs recognize the same residues within the Fcε3 domain required for receptor binding ( fig. 1 ). This observation was confirmed by demonstrating that anti-IgE mAbs could compete with the receptor on basophils for antigenspecific IgE binding by inhibiting basophil sensitization without affecting spontaneous histamine release ( fig. 2) . Effects of anti-IgE mAbs on spontaneous and ragweed-specific histamine release. Histamine release was performed as previously published [5] . Inhibition of ragweed-induced histamine release was measured by coincubating anti-IgE mAbs with lOOng/ml ragweed-specific IgE for 2h at 37°C followed by a 30-min challenge with 100 ng/ml ragweed antigen. Data represents 1 of 3 experiments. References Metzger H, Alcaraz G, Hohman R, Kinet JP, Pribluda V, Quarto R: The receptor with high affinity for immunoglobulin E. Annu Rev Immunol, 1986; 4:419-470 
